
A  C E N T U R Y  O F  B L A C K  H I S T O R Y

COMMEMORATIONS
C E L E B R A T I N G

Newark Museum of Art (NMOA) — Multiple
events throughout February, including Art
After Dark: College Night (featuring live
music and a Black History Month tribute
speech), Family First Saturday with
performances by the New Jersey Tap
Dance Ensemble, and Harlem Renaissance
Family Drop-In activities highlighting relief
printmaking.

Maplewood Arts & Culture — Features
cooking demonstrations with Chef Jesse,
Newark Museum artist programs, an
African Fashion Show, and family movie
screenings 

Brooklyn Children’s Museum - 
Brooklyn’s boldest celebration of Black
imagination, invention, and joy, shaped by
Black creators. Create art, learn dances,
make music, and imagine a future that
celebrates Black culture and the African
Diaspora.

Schomburg Center for Research in Black
Culture (Harlem) 
Multiple free events, including the 15th Annual
Black History Month Celebration (February 16)
and exhibitions such as Subversion & The Art
of Slavery Abolition.

Ten ways to celebrate Black History Month
in NYC—
https://www.theknickerbocker.com/10-ways-
to-celebrate-black-history-month-in-new-
york-city/

Harlem Chamber Players  
Free concerts at Third Street Music Settlement
(February 10) and the Brooklyn Public Library
(February 12), along with the 18th Annual Black
History Month Celebration, American
Landscapes at City College’s Aaron Davis Hall
(February 5 at 7:00 PM), featuring conductor
Tania León and dancers from the Harlem
School of the Arts.

First Presbyterian Church of Englewood’s
2026 Black History Month theme invites us
into BlackWorld a sacred space where stories,
songs, ancestors, and future generations
meet.

Dear BPAG Community,

Below is a curated list of Black History Month events taking place throughout the NYC and
Northern New Jersey area. As we gather and engage, we do so during a milestone year;
2026 marks 100 years since the establishment of Negro History Week, first launched in
February 1926 by Dr. Carter G. Woodson and later expanded into what we now honor as
Black History Month.
This centennial offers a meaningful opportunity to reflect, celebrate, and participate
together. We hope that these events provide options for family outings as well as
opportunities to connect with fellow BPAG families and friends. 
We encourage you to reach out to one another to coordinate and share in this historic
moment
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E v e n t  t i t l e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s
n e w s l e t t e r  a r e  l i n k e d .  S i m p l y
c l i c k  t h e  e v e n t  n a m e  t o  a c c e s s
d a t e s ,  d e t a i l s ,  a n d  r e g i s t r a t i o n
i n f o r m a t i o n .

🔗 Learn More:

https://newarkmuseumart.org/black-history-month-at-nmoa
https://www.nypl.org/events/programs/schomburg
https://www.maplewoodartsandculture.org/mbhm
https://www.theknickerbocker.com/10-ways-to-celebrate-black-history-month-in-new-york-city/
https://harlemchamberplayers.org/event/18th-annual-bhm-celebration-american-landscapes
https://www.brooklynkids.org/programs/black-future-festival/
https://www.englewoodpres.org/bhm
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H AV E  A  R ECO M M E N D AT I O N ?

We  w e l c o m e  y o u r  s u g g e s t i o n s !  I f  y o u ’ r e  a w a r e  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  B l a c k
H i s t o r y  M o n t h  e v e n t s ,  p r o g r a m s ,  o r  c e l e b r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  N Y C  o r  N o r t h e r n

N e w  J e r s e y  a r e a ,  p l e a s e  s h a r e  t h e m  w i t h  u s  b y  e m a i l i n g
B PA G . R e p s @ g m a i l . c o m
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S c h o m b u rg  C e n t e r  f o r  R e s e a rc h  i n
B l a c k  C u l t u re  |  T h e  N e w  Yo r k  P u b l i c

L i b ra r y

https://www.brooklynkids.org/programs/black-future-festival/
https://www.nypl.org/events/programs/schomburg
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The Black History Month resource pack at D-E offers educational tools to
celebrate the month. It includes articles, interactive activities, and
biographies showcasing the achievements of Black individuals. The pack
promotes understanding and appreciation of Black culture, encouraging
families to engage in discussions and activities like art projects and
storytelling, while reflecting on the impact of Black history on the world.



C h i l d r e n ’ s  a n d  Yo u n g  A d u l t  B o o k s :

H e y  Yo u !  –  A  p o i g n a n t  a n d  h e a r t w a r m i n g  t r i b u t e  c a p t u r i n g
t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  B l a c k  c h i l d h o o d .

E l i z a ’ s  F r e e d o m  R o a d  –  A n  a u d a c i o u s  a n d  f e a r l e s s  j o u r n e y
t o w a r d  l i b e r a t i o n .

E l i j a h  o f  B u x t o n  –  A n  i n s i g h t f u l  e x p l o r a t i o n  b y  a  y o u n g  b o y ,
u n r a v e l i n g  t h e  c o m p l e x  l a y e r s  o f  s l a v e r y .

M a r c h  T r i l o g y  –  A n  i m m e r s i v e  a n d  p o w e r f u l  d i v e  i n t o  t h e
t r a n s f o r m a t i v e  C i v i l  R i g h t s  e r a .

T h e  B l a c k  F r i e n d  –  E y e - o p e n i n g  a n d  i l l u m i n a t i n g  s t o r i e s  t h a t
c a s t  a  s p o t l i g h t  o n  t h e  p e r v a s i v e  i s s u e  o f  r a c i s m .

H i d d e n  F i g u r e s  –  C e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  b r i l l i a n t  m i n d s  w h o s e
g e n i u s  r e d e f i n e d  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  h i s t o r y .

F o r  A d u l t s :

J o s e p h i n e  –  T h e  d a z z l i n g  a n d  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  o d y s s e y  o f  t h e
l e g e n d a r y  J o s e p h i n e  B a k e r .

B r o w n  G i r l  D r e a m i n g  –  A  s o u l - s t i r r i n g  a n d  e v o c a t i v e  m e m o i r ,
b e a u t i f u l l y  r e n d e r e d  i n  p o e t i c  v e r s e .

F o u r  H u n d r e d  S o u l s  –  A n  e x p a n s i v e  a n d  s w e e p i n g  n a r r a t i v e
c h r o n i c l i n g  t h e  j o u r n e y  o f  B l a c k  A m e r i c a .

T h e  G a r r e t t s  o f  C o l u m b i a  –  A  c o m p e l l i n g  p o r t r a y a l  o f  a
f a m i l y ’ s  s t e a d f a s t  a n d  u n w a v e r i n g  b e a c o n  o f  h o p e .

V i g i l a n c e  –  T h e  r i v e t i n g  c h r o n i c l e  o f  a  d e t e r m i n e d  a n d
r e l e n t l e s s  f r e e d o m  c r u s a d e r .

I n v i s i b l e  M a n  –  A  g r o u n d b r e a k i n g  a n d  p r o f o u n d  n o v e l
e x p l o r i n g  t h e m e s  o f  s e l f - d i s c o v e r y  a n d  i d e n t i t y .

 B PA G . R e p s @ g m a i l . c o m

Reading List for Families



L e t ’ s  d i v e  i n t o  t h e  t r e a s u r e  c h e s t  o f  f a m i l y  t a l e s ,  c e l e b r a t i n g
t h e  s t o r y t e l l i n g  m a g i c  t h a t  k e e p s  B l a c k  h i s t o r y  a l i v e  a n d

k i c k i n g !

S p i l l  t h e  b e a n s  o n  a  f a m i l y  s a g a  o f  m i g r a t i o n ,  g r i t ,  o r
v i c t o r y — l i k e ,  “ W h a t  h u r d l e s  d i d  o u r  a n c e s t o r s  l e a p  o v e r  t o

c a r v e  o u t  a  b r i g h t e r  f u t u r e ? ”

C h a t  a b o u t  o u r  l o c a l  l e g a c y :  “ H o w  h a s  o u r  f a m i l y  l e f t  i t s
m a r k  o n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y ? ”

S h i n e  a  l i g h t  o n  f a m i l y  m e n t o r s :  “ W h o  i n  o u r  c l a n  w a s  a
b e a c o n  o f  s t r e n g t h  o r  a c t i v i s m ,  a n d  w h a t  g o l d e n  n u g g e t s  o f

w i s d o m  d i d  t h e y  l e a v e  u s ? ”

C e n t e n n i a l  s p i n :  “ H o w  h a s  B l a c k  H i s t o r y  M o n t h  m o r p h e d
t h r o u g h o u t  o u r  l i v e s ,  a n d  w h a t  n e w  t r a d i t i o n s  a r e  w e  b r e w i n g

u p ? ”

Record responses via audio, video, or written
journals to create family archives.



Englewood and nearby areas offer accessible sites for hands-on learning 

 New Jersey Black Heritage Trail – Self-guided tour of 30+ sites from slavery to
Civil Rights, including Underground Railroad stops in Montclair and Jersey City. 

-
 Bergen County Historical Society (River Edge) – Exhibits on local African

American history, including 19th-century communities near Dwight-Englewood.
- 

Englewood Public Library – Black History Month programs, author talks, and youth
workshops; check for family story hours.

- 
Teaneck's Black Heritage Festival (annual February event) – Cultural

performances, food, and history booths highlighting northern NJ stories.




